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Level 2, Sports House, 375 Albert Rd

Albert Park 3206

( 03 9926 1390 Fax 03 9926 1393

secretary@lacrossevictoria.com.au

22 April 2009
To all Under 11, 12 and 13 Coaches, Team Managers and Club Officials,
As you are aware, we are desperately trying to increase the number of players in lacrosse. We are a small sport, and the player numbers are slowly decreasing. We all know that lacrosse is an exciting and fun game to play and watch, but we need to convince potential new players and parents of this as well.
In the past few years of coaching, I have seen many examples of great sportsmanship, where experienced teams and players have gone to the effort of encouraging less experienced teams or players. The last thing we need is for far superior teams or players to dominate the play or win with a score line of 30 or more goals to nil. I know kids want to get out and throw as many goals as possible, or dominate the play, but please think of what this does to the other players and teams. Potentially long term lacrosse players could leave the sport rather than experience a series of overly one sided matches. 
I have been at matches where teams have backed off on inexperienced players and allowed them to get the ball without strong opposition. Every one from both teams have helped to encourage them to get the ball, run with it and either pass it off or have a shot on goals. Even the umpires have slowed their count to help encourage the new player to get into the game. This behavior has not gone unnoticed and the cheers I have heard from spectators from both sides have been as much for the sportsmanship of the opposition as it has for the new player having a go.

Can I please ask all coaches at all levels, girls and boys to help encourage new or inexperienced players or teams by helping to get them into the game and not allowing huge winning margins, or having only a couple of players making all the play, while others on the team run around, but never get a touch of the ball. 

We all want to win, but winning by driving people out of the sport until you are the only one left, is not the way to do it. Good sportsmanship can add to the pleasure of our sport.
Regards

John Barlow

Junior Coordinator Lacrosse Victoria Board
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Lacrosse Victoria provides for the conduct, encouragement, promotion, control and administration of the sport of lacrosee, in its various forms,
on a competitive, recreational, social and/or community basis throughout Victoria
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